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Grantham’s Grand Slam by Saysha Marie Belton 

Graffiti: Work of Art or Destructive Nuisance? by Megan Wilson  

What’s Your Happy Ending? by Breanna Ellis
       Millions of people suffer through the anger and out-
rage of some movies that do not quite have the best end-
ing that the audience hopes for. When the movie is over, 
they sit there and probably yell at the screen for four or 
five minutes until they realize that yelling is not going to 
change or have an effect on the movie at all. Or they will 
just say “Well, I could have written a better ending,” and 
walk away heatedly out the doors. Wouldn’t it be great 
just to imagine and magically re-create the perfect end-
ing? To have absolute control of changing these horrible 
and upsetting endings? What would yours be like? 
       Calissa Robinson (Fr.) stated, “Million Dollar Baby: 
she doesn’t die at the end and her mom will see what she 
has accomplished and re battle in the ring with the girl 
who put her there.” 
       Justin Ferrer (Jr.) said, ““Catching Fire:” Peeta Mel-
lark would have never gotten captured.” 

       Rachel Pierson (Fr.) quotes, ““Catching Fire:” Kat-
niss Everdeen finds out what happened in District 12.” 
       Even though we can’t change the endings of the 
movies that we cherish dearly, we have full control on 
one ending that we all experienced the most, and that 
is life. What is your happy ending to your personal life 
story? 
       Calissa Robinson (Fr.) stated, “Graduate from Har-
vard, have a nice car, have two children and to die with a 
purpose.” 
       Justin Ferrer (Jr.) said, “Have the girl of my dreams, 
having a good job, and just being happy with whom I 
am.” 
       Rachel Pierson (Fr.) quotes, “Have a dream job, a 
family, and just be happy all the time.”

                                                                                                                            

       Walking down the streets of Olympia, people pass 
a variety of different artworks covering walls.  Local 
artists, young and old alike, take spray cans to building 
walls, with (and sometimes without) the owner’s per-
mission to either create amazing pieces of art or gang 
tags.  Everyone has their own opinions about the art of 
graffiti.  To some, the work of spray painting on a build-
ing canvas is a unique form of urban art while others 
believe it to be a destructive eyesore to communities.  
        Graffiti stretches back to the days of the cave-
men.  People would cover the walls of caves with draw-
ings of battles, the animals they encountered and their life 
stories.  Graffiti soon became a form of political expres-
sion for those who wanted to protest the government.  To-
day, graffiti can take many different forms.  The more 
acceptable version is when owners pay to have the walls 
of their businesses painted.  The other version, more 
on the lines of vandalism, is commonly associated with 
gangs, when members go around, tagging their names or 

the name of the gang. 
       Most people tend to lean towards the middle, believ-
ing that while graffiti can be a form of art, it can also 
be used to destroy.  “There’s a time and a place for it,” 
Kyle Vaughn (Sr.) says.  “Graffiti can be used to make 
an amazing piece of art on a blank canvas, like a build-
ing or a bridge.  It is wanted.  But when people are going 
around, tagging their names, that’s not real graffiti and is 
more vandalism,” Vaughn goes on to explain. 
       Today, most cities are trying different methods to 
combat unwanted graffiti.  Groups have been formed to 
go around and clean up parks, cities, and anywhere else 
vandalized graffiti resides.  Some places, such as Olym-
pia, have even specified certain areas for legal graffiti, 
including the graffiti wall in downtown Oly.  Whether 
opposed or for graffiti, the art form will remain a con-
stant reminder in our cities all over the world for years to 
come.

For the first time in nearly 15 years, North Thurston has a State wrestling 
champion!  Jake Grantham had a grand finale for his four years of Ram  
wrestling by winning the State title.  Following his 9-7 victory over Tom Har-
vey of Mt. Spokane in the 3A 220 lbs. state championship match, Grantham is 
back to school, and can proudly hold his head high as part of North Thurston 
High School History.  When asked about all the excitement after his return, he 
said, “It’s cool to know that I’m part of Thurston history. It’s something I’ve 
dreamt of since I was a child. Being the highest opportunity in my life so far, I 
am really enjoying the attention. Everyone is really cool about it,  
congratulating me, and it’s a huge honor.” Way to go, Jake!

Jake Grantham winning the state champion title on February 23, 2014.

Calissa R., Rachel P., Kaylin S., and Melissa S. joke around



 He breathed a sigh and watched the cloud of va-
por float from his mouth out from the cover of the stone 
archway to be torn asunder by the hail of rain drops.  
He stood wary of a servant appearing to cater him, and 
so stood close to the threshold of his room to mask his 
tears in stormy solitude.  It was a torrent of rain falling 
from the heavens, invisible in the dark of night, but the 
drops called out in their community of small voices to 
the flickering silhouette in the archway, as if in kinship.  
He held out a hand to greet this kin, and watched as the 
deluge met his palm, each drop splashing against his skin.  
He closed his eyes as his hand began to tingle with chill 
numbness.
 “Mmm...” His mind wandered to a long past 
memory: he saw his home, not this dim torchlit chamber, 
not the grim empty keep he stood in now, but the castle 
of a lord in all its former glory.  A place he would often 
wonder with his chin forward.  He bowed his head and 

let his tears fall.  He remembered himself as a scrawny 
young boy, and his brother so similar, both with playful 
brown curls of hair and innocently gullible blue eyes.  
They ran through the garden, leaping over flower beds, 
chasing their visiting cousins while their mothers sat with 
wine and their fathers fenced.  He saw a flash of light 
through his eyelids, and opened his eyes with slow calm-
ness.  Thunder rang through the valley before him.  He 
let his hand fall to his side, his eyes on the black sky.  His 
mother’s soft words, his father’s gruff and loving hand 
on his shoulder, his brother’s familiar knowing glance all 
cycled through his mind. 
 Shuffling footfalls resounded behind him, 
muffled by the rainfall.
 “Master William, you’re uncle has arrived.”  
The servant spoke gently, her voice softly carrying to him 
news he had expected.  “To help with funeral arrange-
ments and... to take you to his estate.”

 “I will not go.”  William quickly wiped his eyes 
and turned to face his servant.  “I appreciate his help with 
financial matters I am inexperienced with, but Baron 
Lancaster cannot take me from my home.”  
 At his words, she clasped her hands before her 
and turned her gaze down.“Your uncle, the Baron Lan-
caster, bade me implore you reconsider.  He said there is 
no solace to be found here for you, and that you would do 
well to squire him.”  A flash and thunder filled the room 
simultaneously.  William turned back to the window, his 
eyes tracing the valley where his father taught him and 
his brother to ride and to hawk.
 “The Dragomir line squires their fathers.”
The servant bowed and mumbled a farewell, but William 
took no notice.  His eyes were fixed on the past.  
(to be continued....)

Knight A continuing story by Gage Buck

 Okay, he really isn’t a superhero, but he is from Alaska.  His secret 
identity is Ezekiel Floto, aka Zeke.  He is a freshman here at school, hiding 
and blending in the crowd among us.  Zeke was born and lived in Fairbanks, 
Alaska until seven months ago.  Zeke traveled to Washington, with his mom 
and his two brothers, to help his grandmother.  He has a tight connection 
with his family since they moved away from their friends they left behind in 
Alaska.  When Zeke began school here, he was a month ahead of us.  It ap-
pears in Alaska that they start school on Aug. 18. 
 In Zeke’s spare time, he likes to play video games, as most teenag-
ers would.  He plays any video games that most of his friends recommend, 
but his favorite type of games are the one with superheroes in them.  Another 
great achievement that our superhero has done is climb Mount McKinley, 
biggest in Alaska at 20,322 feet.  Like all heroes, Zeke has fears.  Zeke’s 
kryptonite used to be riding a dirt bike, but shortly after training himself he 
got over his fear.  Zeke has been in choir once before, in seventh grade, and 
is starting again this year.  His friends say he is a good singer, and can cook 
almost anything. 
 Zeke wishes to become a marine biologist to study sharks for a 
cover to his secret identity.  Zeke has regretted quitting soccer.  He played 
as a goalie in soccer for four years, but now has been thinking of trying out 
for baseball.  Wherever our superhero hides, know that the students of North 
Thurston are under protection of the Alaskan Superhero.

Student Spotlight: 
Alaska Superhero 

by Lucas Johnson

 Most teens understand the importance 
of getting a proper education, but less than half 
say they enjoy going to school.  After looking at 
several surveys online of high school students 
in Canada and the United States, it turns out 
that more than 75 percent named school as a 
source of consistent stress.  Students of the new 
millennium are being prepared for a highly 
demanding and competitive job market, the 
highest-paying jobs centered on math, English, 
history, and science. 
 Schools reinforce the idea that college 
is the only way to be successful.  This can be 
a particularly harmful way of thinking -- your 
life will not be over if you can’t afford to go, 
and college just isn’t for everybody.  You 
have options.  For example, you can attend a 
trade school for one to three years to be a disc 
jockey, a radio personality, a chef, a mechanic, 
a performer, or an exhibiting artist.  Sometimes 
following your dreams has nothing to do with 
college.  On the flip side, just going to college 
is not a guaranteed ticket to success, so it was 
drilled into our heads. Because of college and 
more, one in four high schoolers nowadays 
have a job in their free time.
 Students who have to earn their own 
pocket money can learn valuable life skills ear-
lier on (for example, how to budget, and how to 
manage time).  Jobs are a staple for building a 
resumé -- they give students career experience, 
and through making these connections, they can 
gain inside knowledge about how to be success-
ful and see about possible internships.  To have 
jobs at such an early age requires students to 
balance their job with their social life, school 

grades, and a delicate mental health.  It can 
quickly seem like the student is juggling time 
bombs.
 These three factors are difficult enough 
for some, but then especially by trying to keep 
a working job, that, if not managed correctly, 
can turn everything into a slow and sudden 
avalanche of disaster.  One way to evaluate 
whether certain work habits are healthy is to 
consider the time spent with family and friends 
in a non-working environment versus time 
spent isolated in a working environment, and 
see how they balance out.  It is easy to work too 
much sometimes, but a student’s outside job 
should never affect GPA or relationships.
 If you feel uneasy or guilty putting 
down your work, and can’t wait to jump back 
into it, you are way too involved.  It shouldn’t 
be something to hide behind.  Jobs should 
not be an excuse to get out of homework, or a 
crutch of any sort.  If you’re always thinking 
about your work when you relax, it is time -- 
please pry yourself away from the job. 
Lastly, a way to see if your work is fitting in 
your schedule or not is just to observe what 
your friends and family say to you -- they might 
say things like, “You should really get more 
sleep.”  Do they joke about having to order 
something from you to get you to socialize with 
them?
 The technique is to fit things evenly 
in your schedule, and not cram them.  Some 
people are good at this and for them, it doesn’t 
take a second thought.  Everyone is unique in 
his/her own way.

Workaholics 
Anonymous
 By Tierra McCarty 12:15 PM Tuesday March 4, 2014 -- Russia reports missile 

test-fire as conflict within the Ukraine increases to boiling tensions after 
Russia invades Crimea on Friday, Feb. 28, 2014.   Reports say that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin invaded the Ukrainian Peninsula after the citizens 
of Ukraine overthrew their government and created their own form of gov-
ernment after their President, Viktor Yanukovych, abandoned his post and 
fled the country on Feb. 22, 2014 after numerous protests.  President Vik-
tor Yanukovych was voted out of office by the countries elected parliament 
on the same day.  Reports show that Russia’s intentions are only to protect 
Russian citizens and to help stabilize the crumbling Ukrainian govern-
ment.  Sources used on this update are found on CNN.com and BBC.com 
 11:17 AM Wednesday March 5, 2014 -- Russian troops in field 
after war games.  The National Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
may take action within the next day against Russian forces.  The U.S. is 
stepping up joint aviation training with Polish forces.  The Pentagon is 
also stepping up American participation within NATO’s air policy.  The 
U.S. is planning to send $1 billion to help the new Ukrainian government.  
Russia says Viktor Yanukovych remains Ukraine’s elected leader and that 
the new government is illegitimate.  Russian United Nations envoy Vitaly 
Churkin called it an “armed takeover by radical extremists.”  The Ukraine 
says it has a legitimate government and will be set to have a new presiden-
tial election on May 25.  Information used in this update can be found on 
CNN.com and CBSnews.com.
 12:10 PM Thursday March 6, 2014 -- President Barack Obama 
declared on Thursday that a referendum in ten days on the future of the 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula would break international law.  The U.S. also 
moved to impose visa restrictions and financial sanctions on Russians and 
Ukrainians for the moves Moscow already has made into Crimea.  “Since 
the Russian intervention, we’ve been mobilizing the international com-
munity to condemn this violation of international law and to support the 
people and government of Ukraine.  This morning I signed an executive 
order that authorizes sanctions on individuals and entities responsible for 
violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, or for steal-
ing the assets of the Ukrainian people,” President Obama stated in a press 
conference at the White House on March 6.  The U.S. also approved the 
$1 billion aid package to the Ukraine.  Russian forces have yet to budge 
despite threat of sanctions and European involvement.  Today’s informa-
tion on this update can be found on CNN.com and TheWhiteHouse.gov.

Ukrainian Crisis 
Unfolding 
By Mikayla Bell and Alex Sempek


